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Guest Editorial - 

In the last few months there has 
been some discussion concerning minors 
attending dances, drug trafficing and 
use. Womonspace enjoys providing a 
place for womyn to socialize, but not 
when womyn take advantage of the dances 
and blatantly disregard rules and 
regulations. 

Due to the illegality of these 
activities, Womonspace could lose 
their liquor license. Consequently, 
Dance co-ordinators will be stepping 
up their efforts to stop any drug 
trafficing and use at the the dances 
as well as checking for more womyn's 


Lee 
Womonspace hopes that all womyn 


will take an active part in main- 
taining a positive environment at 
our dances. 


Jackie Krancz 


¢ 


FUTURE ISSUES 


The Newsletter Committee decided 
at their last meeting to make 'AIDS' 
the topic of the March issue of 
WOMONSPACE NEWS. Then in April, we 
would like to do an issue on ‘Womyn 
Ota COVOTsae 

If you would like to write an arti- 
cle on these topics or any other of 
interest to womyn in the lesbian 
community, please do so. Mail or drop- 
off your articles to Rm. 104, 10055 - 
110 Street, Edmonton and don't forget 
to write your name, phone number and 
how you would like your article credit- 
ed. 


Activities Director 


I'M COMING OUT 


"T'm coming out, 
I want the world to know, 
got to let it show." Diana Ross 


As I look back on my own coming 
out experience, Diana Ross's words 
may have been inappropriate in the 
beginning, but now I consider coming 
out a celebration to which the words 
represent the joyous feelings I now 
have. 

A lot of womin say they were aware 
of their lesbianism since they were 
children. I'm not sure I can share 
this feeling, but I did know I was 
different and I always strove to fit 
Vite 

I remember my grade four teacher, 
Mrs. P., who was the most beautiful 
womon a 10 year old could ever set 
eyes on. She was young, kind, and 
before too long I fell deeply in 
love with her. 

I stayed one day after school to 
clean the blackboards, a task I always 


volunteered for, to try to tell her 
how I felt. Being quite shy, Towas 
unable to get the words out, so after 
the boards were cleaned I sadly Tteft. 

I hung around outside hoping to 
see her before she left for home. 

She found me sitting on the steps and 
Sat down with me. My heart was pound- 
ing faster than it ever had as I spoke 
of my love for her and my wish to 
marry her. 

I will always admire her for how 
She handled my 10 year old crush, how 
she told me I was special to her too, 
but she was already married and that 
we could be friends. I was terribly 
hurt at the time and ran home crying, 
but I never forgot Mrs. P. 

Growing up I had many a crush. 
Some on boys, then men and many on 
womin. I learned only to talk about 
my crushes on males, as this was nor- 
mal according to all my friends. 

Longing to be a part, I learned 
how to play the game. I dated in 
junior high and high school but only 


enough not to call attention to my- 
self. Throughout this time I still 
had no knowledge of lesbianism, I 
just thought a boy-crazy stage would 
hit me eventually and that I must be 
a bit slow. 

My first job was with the Alberta 
Government as a Gopher I-II. I was 
worked ragged, but it was fun making 
friends in the Adult world and being 
treated as such. In my office there 
was another Gopher I-II, her name was 
Sandy. Because we were at the bottom 
of the totem pole, so to speak, we 
soon became pals and spent all out 
lunch and coffee breaks together. 

We had a lot of fun together, 
passing notes and being as silly as 
12 year olds. One day in the Zerox 
room Sandy came in to do her mail. 

We were telling jokes and laughing 
when quite seriously she asked me 
what I would do if she kissed me. 

I knew what kind of kiss she meant, 
but I was terrified that answering 
honestly would lose the friendship we 
had. I tried to act casually by say- 
ing that if it was my birthday or 
Christinas then it would be okay. I 
think she sensed my fear and did not 
pursue it at that point, but it never 
left my mind. From then on I tried 
to get us into situations where we 
were alone in hopes that she would 
kiss me. 

Sandy was married so our time to- 
gether after work hours was limited. 
One weekend opportunity knocked as 
her husband went away and she asked 
me to stay with her. I thought I 
would die from the nervousness. 

On the Friday night we sat in her 
living room drinking wine and talking. 
Eventually the wine helped me get up 
my nerve and I brought up the subject 
of kissing. She said that she had 
never kissed a womon before but really 


I was in heaven. Never before had a 
kiss felt so wonderful and natural. 
We spent the rest of the weekend shar- 


wanted to kiss me. 
When we did finally kiss I thought © 


ing each other, but we did not have a 
sexual relationship. I don't think 
that either of us knew where to go 
from there, but were just happy being 
with one another. 

Sandy and I had that type of rela- 
tionship for almost a year without 
experiencing lesbian sex. It ended 
very suddenly when her husband voiced 
his suspicions and Sandy not wanting 
to lose her husband chose him. I was 
devastated and vowed never to get 
involved with anybody ever again. I 
must point out that even throughout 
this relationship I did not consider 
myself a lesbian, in fact, I believed 
that all womin did this sort of thing 
before they got married. 

After Sandy, I busied myself doing 
other things, like working three jobs 
plus volunteering at the local YMCA. 
Anything to keep myself occupied. 
After about a year of virtually no 
contact with anybody of either sex I 
met a.guy and we began casually dating. 

I could not believe how happy every- 
one else was for me. I personally 
could not have cared less, but if 
going out with this guy got family 
and friends off my back then it was 
at least worth something. 

Well, one thing led to another and 
pretty soon we were living together. 
I didn't really want to but it did 
seem like the natural progression of 
things so I went along with it. 

After two years talk of marriage 
began. It is hard to explain why I 
went along with things when I really 
was not happy, but it seemed I had to 
compromise myself to fit into normal 
society and it didn't really matter 
if I was happy as I had already deci- 
ded that I could never possibly be 
happy anyways. 

The marriage was set for May 8th, 
six months away. God I was terrified. 
We went through marriage preparation 
classes, booked everything, etc. At 
the beginning of March I finally found 
my courage and senses and was honest 
with both myself and Rob. I did not 


want to get married. Unfortunately 
Rob's male ego did not handle it as 
well as I had hoped and he beat me 
up. 

At this point I was a real mess. 
Not knowing who I was or what I wanted 
in this world I attempted suicide. 
Failing at that, I got myself in touch 
with a terrific feminist therapist. 
Through many hours of therapy the 
subject of homosexuality came up. I 
firmly denied that I was a lesbian, 
just a mixed up heterosexual who 
didn't know how to have a relation- 
ship with a man. 

I was determined not to be a les- 
bian because I didn't want to be one. 
I believed that admitting my sexual- 
ity would further ostracize me from 
normal people and all I ever wanted 
WaS scO™tiLenI Ie 

In time I finally admitted to my- 
self that indeed I was a lesbian and 
much to my surprise, it felt terrific 
to say it. It was an exhilarating 
experience to know that I finally 
belonged to something and fit in with 
people. 

The first thing I did was to join 
Womonspace. I felt this was safe, as 
it was done by mail and nobody could 
see me. Through the newsletters I 
found out about the drop-ins and on 
a snowy Thursday evening last year I 
found enough courage to go. Lucky 
for me they were showing some films 
and all I had to do was sit there. 

At the end of the films a couple of 
womin introduced themselves and asked 
if it was my first time there. I 
said it was and they congratulated me 
on my bravery and encouraged me to 
attend some of the other events. 

For awhile all I could handle were 
the drop-ins and I became known as a 
regular. I made a few casual friend- 
ships and was gaining more confidence 
in myself as a lesbian. After a few 
months I decided to go to a dance and 
Since then I haven't looked back. 

I've come out to my family and 
they have been supporting and accep- 


tive. Most of my friends know and I 
haven't lost any yet. I'm now ina 
great relationship and we've been 
living together for the past 8 months. 
I believe I am still coming out in 
a lot of ways and growing stronger as 
a lesbian and a womon all the time. 
I do want the world to know I ama 
lesbian for them to see that I am 
just a womon, just a person, not an 
evil deviation from society. If I 
can have people accept me, one person 
at a time, then perhaps this world 
will be made a bit easier for our 
children and their preferences, as 
it was made easier for us by our 
fore-sisters. 


Leslie 


“Pm not using ANY laundry soap. 1 


service the machines.” 
Herizons, Feb./84 


page 9. 
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SPRING CLEANING AND 
OTHER GAY THINGS 


Coming out and Spring Cleaning are 
kind of the same thing. Some may 
think the Spring Cleaning is the 
shorter of the two processes (and in 
some cases it might be - with the 
exception of myself; I hate domestic 
drudgery/slavery). In the same way 
you sweep out, shake out, dust and 
polish off - coming out requires all 
these "skills". 

Back to the spring cleaning and 
the closets. Oh yes, closets. They 
are pretty damn cluttered with years 
of accumulation of garbage you just 
keep lugging around; not wanting to 
get rid of. 

You can have the biggest "walk-in" 
(walk on?) closet and it's still 
crammed full of useless debris. You 
are still restricted. A closet by 
any other name, etc., etc. I see 
closets walking around all the time 
and you can tell they've yet to be 
spring cleaned. Or sprung. 

It's such a dreaded job. And so 
much work. You know when you open 
that door, even a crack, junk will 
force it open and flood out. All 
over your nice clean house. All over 
your nice new rug. People will see 
jt and talk. "She can't be a very 
together person - have you seen her 
house?! She's a slob. She's sloppy. 
She should be sweeping that stuff 
under the rug". 

You'd better shove the crap back 
in, hard, close the door and hope 
your closet doesn't pop a hinge. 
Hey, closets can only hold so much. 
Or put it under your bed. That's a 
good place, everybody hides things 


under their bed. You won't even know 
it's there. Until, of course you're 
in bed with a man you want to feel 
something real with (or you're hoping 
will make you feel real), and this 
nagging knowledge of that enormous 


—— 
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amount of junk under the bed will 
come back to you. Probably will 
prevent an orgasm on your part. 
and trying too hard. Yeah, Those 
"tried-hard-for" orgasms. When you 
have to work that hard for it...."So 
this is fucking, getting fucked - 
that's for sure! I'm planning my 
grocery list for Christ sakes!" 

So you're getting pumped on, I 
mean dumped on, I mean, you're "making 
love" and trying, willing yourself to 
feel something. Dammit! Detaching 
yourself, you now allow those thoughts 
that have been hovering around your 
consciousness - thoughts of beautiful 
round breasts, warm smells, soft, soft 
<4 4 You're surprised cause now 
you're wet (didn't think it was possi- 
ble?). If he notices at all, he'll 
smugly smile, certain of his prowress 
- his manly capabilities. You are wet 
and he's finished - making it easier 
for him to slip out. Isn't sex wonder- 
ful? You might as well be rubbing 
against a vacuum cleaner hose while 
you're cleaning... 

Back to cleaning. When you've got 
a "chore" to do, you'll do everything 
but. You plan to include it in your 
spring cleaning plan. There is so 
much else to do though and you'll find 
it all. The reasons are sound and 
believable. For a while. 

Don't go in the bedroom and see 
what's under the bed. Rather, go cele- 
bate. I mean, picking up men and hav- 
ing boring sex - it's dull. Maybe 
you'd just better hold off on sex (but 
keep holding onto yourself cause you 
know what pleases you, even if no one 
else seems to). Better wait until 
you meet a man that you feel some- 
thing for, then, I'm sure, making love 
will be just like it sounds. 

Masturbate before you go to sleep. 
Thinking of womyn, masturbating, 
thinking of womyn. Then go to sleep 
and when you awake you'll wonder if 
it was a dream. Yes honey, it was. 

A wet dream. But hey, they're just 
dreams. So ignore them. 


That, 
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THERE'S A HOLE 
IN MY SIDEWALK 


I 


I walk down the street. 
There is a deep hole in the side- 
walk. 
{fall ine 
fom, LOS ats I am helpless 
Lt isnt mye nau Lee 
It takes forever to find a way out. 


hi 


I walk down the same street. 
There is a deep hole in the side- 
walk. 
I pretend I don't see it. 
[etalimin, again: 
I can't believe I am in this same place. 
Buty. 3 Gish. tan, erate 
It still takes a long time to get out. 


pau 


I walk down the same street. 
There is a deep hole in the side- 
walk. 
I see it is there. 
Dees totter ho. Well Nien ae 1G Sea nabite.. 
buts 
my eyes are open. 
I know where I am. 
Le issmyetaus t- 
I get out immediately. 


IV 


I walk down the same street. 
There is a deep hole in the side- 
walk. 
I walk around it. 


V 
I walk down another street. 


Portia Nelson 


1985-86 Womonspace Goals 


To Continue to Provide: 
- monthly Newsletters 
- monthly Dances 
- a New Years Social 
- a Children's Christmas Party 
- monthly General Meetings to deal 
with business 
- annual Camp Out 
- a Grant to support/sponsor an 
individual or group project 
- office space and maintain util- 
ized facilities 
- weekly Thursday night drop-ins 
- participation in International 
Womyn's Day 
~-.a telephone information line 
- expand our library 
- participation in GALA Week 
- an Annual General Meeting 


To Establish and Provide: 

>a Womonspace Community Awards 
Night 

- two workshops 

- monthly discussion nights 

- make known a speakers bureéu 

- committees for specific interests 
(ie. Dance Committee, Fund Raising 
Committee, etc.) 

- a system to contact members 

- a referral list of other organi 
zations 

- a Board Kit as referred to in the 
August General Minutes 


To Review and Revise: 
- Womonspace By-Laws (Constitution) 
- Womonspace Brochure and Business 
Card 


To Develop: 

- and strengthen our membership 

- and maintain communication/corres- 
pondence with other pro-lesbian 
groups 

- communication and participation 
between Womonspace and the Womyn's 
Building 

- and broaden the scope of our edu- 
cational activities 


WOMONSPACE GRANT GUIDELINES 
Amount to be distributed in the 1985/ 
1986 Board year - two grants with a GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 
maximum of $500.00 each. P 


Purpose: To support/sponsor an indi- 
dual or group project which involves 
one or more of the following categor- 
ies; culture, education, lesbian's 
rights legal fund, socio-political. 


Applications: Womyn's and/or Gay Wednesday nights are womyn's night 
groups or Individuals. at the Gay Alliance Towards Equality. 


BOE eye y ; y Drop-In at #104, 10173 - 104 Street, 
Priorities: a) Projects which will Seley 7 and 10 p.m. or call bs 


affect the greatest number of Lesbians 8361. Deb will be there on Wednesday 
and which will preferably have long nights and Claire on Sunday after- 
term repercussions. b) Projects noons. GATE has a good library. 
which will advance the cause of the 

recognition of Lesbian Rights. 


c) Projects which help educate the MOTIONS PASSED AT THE 
general public as to the presence JANUARY GENERAL MEETING 

and contribution of Lesbians in Socie- The following motions were passed 
ty. at the January 14, 1986 General Meet- 
Procedure: 1).Deadline Date and Guide- ing: 

lines to be advertised in the Womon- - "That we accept as amended the Womon- 
space February and March 1986 News- space 1985/1986 Goals". 

letter. 2).Al11 written proposals - "That we provide two grants with a 
must be received by the Board by March maximum of $500.00 each for the 1985/ 
20, 1986. 3).Al1l applications shal] 1986 Board year". 

be reviewed by a committee and will - "That we accept the grant guide- 

be kept confidential until such time lines". 

as proposal is submitted to the gener- - "That Womonspace establish an on- 
al membership for final approval. going monthly budget of $50.00 for 
4).If the fund is not distributed books and an initial $100.00 allot- 
during the course of the year, the ment for supplies, for the library". 
monies will be returned to the Womon- - "That Womonspace sponsor an event 
Space operating budget. with Jane Rule at a cost of $75.00". 


- "That Womonspace co-sponsor and 
split the profits of the GALA dance 
and cancel our (Womonspace) dance". 
- "That Womonspace provide $200.00 


Committee Composition: Womonspace 
Board, excluding Board members with 
a conflict of interest. 


* Input for areas of expertise may be for seed money towards GALA week". 
invited from ex-officio members. - "That the empty bottles after the 
dances be donated to a lesbian sports 
= = grcup". 
diqni Vv - "That Womonspace hold a door price 


draw, every month at the Womonspace 
dances". 
- "That Womonspace holds a camp-out 


A support community for lesbian and gay 
Catholics and their friends. We provide 
spiritual involvement, education, social 2 
involvement and are active in feminist ao 12-13th or 21-22nd.at Minnow 
issues. For info. phone 482 6845 or write ane 

P 0 Box 53, Edmonton T5J 2G9 Elaine K. 


JANUARY 
DANCE VOLUNTEERS 


Womonspace would like to extend its 
thanks to all the generous womyn who 
donated their time and energy for 


the January Dance. 


Co-Ordinators: Dance - Deborah T. 
Clean-Up - Cheryl S. 
Food - Janet C. 
Bar - Gail S. 
Ticket - Doris C. & 
Marsha S. 


Dod Ticket si: Kay *C. 2Shinileys 
Heather, Karyn, Rita 


Lisa, Mandy 


Security: Karen, Pat, Brenda, 


Rita 


*A special thanks to all of you who 
helped out, but whose names do not 
appear on this list! 


GALYG 


GALYG stands for the Gay and 
Lesbian Youth Group. If you are 
between the ages of 16 and 21, GALYG 
may be able to help you. 

They hold weekly meetings, super- 
vised by a volunteer professional 
staff, on Saturday nights from 7 to 
9 p.m. at 9533 - 76 Avenue. 

In addition to its weekly meetings, 
GALYG occassionally holds outings and 
other social gatherings, all organized 
by members of the group. 

For more information, phone 424-8361 
~«.0% drop by, onya Satunday night, 


< 


LYPLS WNEEDED 


WOMONSPACE NEWS requires a volun- 
teer typist to help with the monthly 
typing of the Newsletter. If you are 
interested, please call Deborah at 
421-0790. 


These womyn were: 


Bar Service: Shane, Karey, Teresa, 
Shelley, Bev, Mary, 
Lynda, Gail, Karyn 
Cindy, Shelley, Brenda, 
Nancy, Sue, Claudia, 
Amanda, Sandy 
Liquor/Pop Pick-up: Shane L. 


Bar Tickets: 


Karey 


Set-Up: Lynne, Lynda, Deborah 
Food Prep: Brenda, Shiela, Karen 
Clean-Up: Marion, Louise, Shelly, 


Agathe, Donna, Pat 


THE SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTRE 


The Sexual Assault Centre has 
started a group for incest/rape survi- 
vors, run by and for lesbians only. 

Although this group is now closed 
to any newcomers, another group will 
be started if enough womyn express 
the need for one. 

If you are interested in joining 
a group or in seeing someone indivi- 
dually, please contact Miri at the 
Sexual Assault Centre: 

423-4102 Business Line 

423-4121 Crisis Line 


WOMONSPACE T-SHIRTS 


At any Womonspace Dance, drop-in 
or the Womonspace office you can buy 
Womonspace T-Shirts for only $10.00. 
They come in a variety of sizes, 
colors and insianias. 


Activities ~ INTERNATIONAL WOMYN'S DAY 


BOARD MEETING Mark on your calendar, March 8th as 
this year's International Womyn's Day 
The next meeting of the Womonspace celebration. A march will be held 
Board will be held on February 6th from the Womyn's Building to the 
at 7 p.m. at the Womyn's Building Legislative Building. Afterwards, 
(10055 - 110 Street). They will be back at the Womyn's Building, work- 
also meeting at the same location Shops will be held, tables set-up 
on February 16th at 12 o'clock noon. for displays, etc. More information 
Any member is welcome to attend. about it to come in the March News- 
letter. 
GENERAL MEETING 


General meetings are held on the LESBIAN DROP-IN 
second Tuesday of every month at the Every Thursday is drop-in night at 
Womyn's Building (10055 - 110 Street) Womonspace from 7 to 9 p.m. We are 
at 7:30 p.m. The next one is on the located in the Womyn's Building at 
llth of February. Everyone is welcome: 10055 - 110 Street. All womyn are 
welcome to attend and join in the 
NEWSLETTER MEETING conversation. Drop by for a coffee! 


The next Newsletter meeting will 
be held on Sunday, February 16th at AIDS FORUM 
noon (twelve o'clock) at the Womyn's Tuesday, March llth from 7 to 10 
Building. Everyone is welcome: p.m. at the Edmonton Convention Centre 
a free Aids Forum will be held. It 
is sponsored by the AIDS NETWORK and 
the Edmonton Local Board of Health. 
GATE'S ANNUAL Speakers to include Dr. Colin Soskolne, 
PINK TRIANGLE DANCE Epidemiologist. 


Saturday, Feb. lst 
at 


RECREATION VOLLEYBALL 


Every Sunday (except on long week- 
Bonnie Doon Hall ends) the gym at Oliver School on 117 
Street and 102 Avenue is open for gay 
and lesbian co-ed volleyball from 1 
to 3:30 p.m. Join the fun: 


PLEASE NOTE: 
Articles published in Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of 
Womonspace. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social and Recreational society of 
Edmonton. Womonspace is a non-profit, social, recreational and educational organization for 


lesbians in edmonton. Mailing address: "WOMONSPACE NEWS" 
10055 -| 10 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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DANCE FEB. 15 


ADM. - MEMBERS $S_ 
HIGHLANDS HALL ~ Mi) 7): GA aay 
NON= $6 
11333 -62:sT. WT a 


8:30 pm to 1:30am 
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